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CONTACT DETAILS 

Prep B 

Miss Sammy Bamford 
sbamford@gsmelbournesth.catholic.edu.au 
 
Prep E 
Miss Holly Evans 
hevans@gsmelbournesth.catholic.edu.au 
 
Prep S 
Miss Cassandra Smith 
csmith@gsmelbournesth.catholic.edu.au  
Mrs Linda Grillo (On Monday afternoons) 
lflorenca-grillo@gsmelbournesth.catholic.edu.au 

 

 

Welcome Back 
 
Welcome back to Term Three! We hope you have had a relaxing and enjoyable holiday. We 
are looking forward to another great Term. We have another busy term with a focus on the 
world around us, geography, weather and exploring stories from other cultures. If you have 
any expertise in this area, please let us know.  

 

On Mondays, we have morning assembly outside, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday the 
children can come into the classroom when the bell rings. Please encourage your child’s 
independence by letting them carry, unpack and enter the classroom on their own. Open 
Classroom morning is Friday from 8:35am. This is an opportunity to drop your child off in their 
classroom and for your child to share their learning.  

Miss Sammy Bamford (Prep B), Miss Holly Evans (Prep E) and Miss Cassandra Smith (Prep S). 

 
Quick Reminders 
Allergies and Anaphylaxis  
As we have children in Prep who are highly allergic to peanuts and other nuts, we strongly 
recommend no nuts including spreads such as Nutella and Peanut butter and any other 
products that contain nuts. We know you will assist us and take care when preparing your 
child’s snacks and lunches. Please also talk to your children about not sharing any food. 
 
Home Learning 
Please continue to hear your child read their take home books, the SMART spelling word of the 
week and the M100 words/alphabet every night.  
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
  
In Term Three, we will focus on: 

We will explore what it means to be a disciple of Jesus, what it looks like and why it is 
important. We will explore this by engaging in activities and scripture stories that revolve 
around the following: 

● Who is God? 
● What is a relationship? 
● How do relationships change? 
● Why we should treat others with respect and value everyone and everything? 
● Why should we be kind to others? 
● Why is this ‘Catholic’? 
● How do we show respect for people and things? 
● How are we made in the likeness of God? What does this mean? 

 
 

ENGLISH 
In Term Three, our focus is on: 

Reading & Viewing  

● Consolidating our understanding of the concepts of print: front 
cover, back cover, title, title page, picture, text, concept of a letter 
and a word, reading left to right, top to bottom and with a return 
sweep to the left. 

● Developing our reading strategies: Sharp Eyes (looking at the 
pictures), Mouse the Mouth (making the first sound), Try on the Fly 
(trying a word that makes sense), Sound Talk It (making all the 
sounds in the words), Chunky Monkey (finding chunks in words). 

● Developing fluency and accuracy when reading. 
● Retelling a story including: identifying favourite characters, the beginning, middle and 

end and the main parts of the story. 
● Making connections to the text through sharing experiences as well as thoughts and 

opinions about texts, characters and events. 
● Strengthening comprehension of texts through the use of predicting, retelling, 

visualising, making connections and questioning. 
● Using the text to refer back to when answering comprehension questions. 
● Continuing to learn new sight words and looking for words we know when reading. 
● Consolidating alphabet knowledge: upper and lower case letters, the use of different 

fonts, the most common sounds letters make and long and short vowel sounds.  
● Reading CVC words, (consonant, vowel, consonant) and CCVC words. 
● Learning the common letter digraphs and trigraphs - sh, th, ch, wh, er, ed, ing. 

 
 

 



Writing 

● Making connections between spoken word and written word. 
● Retelling experiences in different ways (letter, postcard, email). 
● Exploring rhyming words and poetry.  
● Writing independently.  
● Exploration of narratives including setting, characters, problem and resolution.  
● Using time connectives when writing to sequence ideas: First, Next, Then, After and 

Finally.  
● Reading back our own writing. 
● Experimenting with punctuation: full stops, talking marks, question marks and capital 

letters. 
● Handwriting: developing size and slope of letters, examining correct starting points of 

letters, using upper and lower case letters in the correct way. 
● Developing spelling strategies including vowel sounds in words.  

 
 

Speaking & Listening  

● Participating in class presentations.  
● Exploring rhyming pairs. 
● Counting syllables in words.  
● Following a small set of simple instructions.  
● Participating in class discussion whether in small groups or whole class learning. 
● Developing interaction skills with peers through conversation. 
● Describing likes and dislikes and needs and wants.  

 

MATHEMATICS 
 

In Term Three, our focus is on: 

Number and Algebra:  

● Exploring numbers 0 – 100, recognising, making and writing. 
● Sequencing numbers, forwards and backwards. 
● Counting and exploring number patterns. 
● Developing addition and subtraction strategies, such as counting on and counting back. 
● Estimating and comparing groups of objects. 
● Solving open-ended questions and developing problem solving strategies. 
● Exploring and playing with money. 

 
Measurement and Geometry: 

● Exploring time cycles, e.g. parts of a day, the days of the week, the months of the year. 
● Playing with clocks and learning about o’clock time.  
● Describing the location and position of objects. 

 
Statistics and Probability: 

● Collecting, recording and displaying information.  



 
 

S.T.E.M (Science, Technology, Engineering,  Mathematics) 
 
In Term Three, we will investigate: 
 
Discovery- The World Around Us 
 
We will be exploring special places around the world, stories from other cultures, features of 
different places and weather patterns. We will use maps and develop our research skills.  
 

RESILIENCE, RIGHTS AND RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 
 

In Term Three, the students will be exploring the following: 

Problem solving 

● Recognising the needs and interests of others 
● Listening to others’ ideas and recognising that others may see things differently 
● Recognising there are many ways to solve conflict 
● Identifying and practising cooperative behaviours in a range of group activities 
● Practising individual and group decision making 
● Practising solving simple interpersonal problems. 

Stress management  

● Recognising and identifying their own emotions 
● Describing situations that may evoke these emotions 
● Recognising and identifying how their emotions influence the way they feel and act 
● Expressing their emotions constructively. 

 
HOME LEARNING 
 

To support your child at home, you can: 

Religious Education 
● Share prayers at home such as: a prayer before meals and prayer before bed. 
● Read Bible stories and parables and discuss characters and real life meaning. 
● Discuss how people can help their community and the people in it.  

 
English 

● Encourage your child to make predictions and complete a picture walk prior to reading. 
● Explore a variety of books and text, e.g. school readers and library books, picture story 

books, non fiction books. 
● Listen to your child read and read aloud to your child. 
● When your child comes to an unknown word:  

Pause to give your child time to work out the word 
Prompt 
– go back to the beginning of the sentence, or read past the difficult word to the end of the 
sentence. 



– look for a clue in the picture or the words 
– look at the first letter and think about what the words could be 
– ask “Does this make sense?” 
– try to sound out the word 
– if necessary tell your child the word 
Praise your child for trying even if mistakes are made. 

● Explore common letter sounds and blends, e.g. vowel sounds, th, ch, sh, ing, er, oo, ee, ea 
● Play sight word and letter games to support instant recognition. 
● Practise writing at home, through cards, letters and lists. 
● Practise correct letter formation.  
● Explore onset and rime, e.g. at, an, am, et, en, in, it, ot, og, un. 

Mathematics 
● Count anything and everything. Practise counting from different starting points, 

counting forwards and backwards.  
● Practise correct numeral formation.  
● Discuss times of the day and days of the week. Make connections between weekly 

activities and the days of the week.  
● Display a clock, make references to different times.  
● Involve children in shopping situations involving money.  
● Use positional language to describe the location of objects. 
● Take any opportunity you can to encourage your child to count: cars on the road, how 

many t-shirts they have, buttons on the keyboard and people on the tram.  

STEM 
● Read and explore fairy tales, folktales, fables, Dreamtime stories, Bible stories, poems, 

songs, artwork and comics. 
● Find science in daily activities and stories.   
● Explore maps and atlas’. 
● Discuss special places. 
● Talk about the weather and read weather reports.  

 

 

PSEL 
● Talk with your child about their day.  
● Encourage vocabulary- fair, choices, respect. 
● Support and encourage your child to solve their own (small) 

problems (“Stop I don’t like it, move away, find other friends to 
play with, tell a teacher) 

● Celebrate strengths and differences.  
● Encourage and praise resilience and bouncing back (“I love 

the way you solved that problem….”) 
● Promote and encourage your child’s independence and 

responsibility by allowing them to independently line up, pack, 
unpack and carry their own school bag. 

 

 

 



SPECIALIST TIMETABLE 
Prep B 
Monday Lunch Order day.  
                                 Library – 12:40-1:20 (Please remember your library bag) 
Tuesday Performing Arts - 11:40-12:40 

LOTE - 12:40-1:40 
Wednesday Art - 11:40-12:20 
Thursday  PE - 1:00-1:40 (Sport uniform) 
Friday Sports uniform 
                                 Lunch Order day.  
 
 
Prep E 
Monday Lunch Order day.  
                                 Library – 2.30-3.10 (Please remember your library bag) 
Tuesday Performing Arts - 12:40-1:40 
Wednesday LOTE - 12:40-1:40 
Thursday  PE - 12:20-1:00 (Sport uniform) 

Art - 1:00-1:40 
Friday Sports uniform 
                                 Lunch Order day.   

 
Prep S 
Monday Lunch Order day.  
                                 Mrs Grillo in room from 12:10pm. 
Tuesday LOTE - 11:40-12:40 
Wednesday PE - 11:40-12:20 (Sport uniform) 

Performing Arts - 12:40-1:40 
Thursday  Art - 12:20-1:00 
 
Friday  Lunch Order day  
                                 Library - 11:40-12:20 (Please remember your library bag) 

Sports uniform 
Change home readers 

 
Specialist Timetable may be subject to change due to upcoming school events. 
 
Sports uniform is to be worn on allocated P.E. days and every Friday. 
 

Please note:  
 

● Blue reader bag needs to come to school every Monday (Prep E and B)/Friday (Prep S). 
Take home books will be sent home to read for the week. Children are to read the take 
home books at least 3 times. This helps them with their accuracy and fluency.  

● Library bag is required in order to borrow books. 
● With the change in weather, we often see lots of children suffer from illness during this 

time. Please make sure your child is well enough to attend school. 
● Please bring in a box of tissues for the classroom if you haven't already. 

 

 


